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Message

My heartiest congratulations goes to the members of the Mass
Communication and Journalism (MCJ) family for their wonderful
initiative to publish a souvenir on the occasion of celebration of its
50 years journey and its glorious history of excellence in the fields
of academic and professional journalism.

Today we are facing unprecedented perils and challenges in our
media arena. Challenges like 'poverty in professionalism', ‘poverty in
intellectual upbringing' and 'ethical dialectics' are to be dealt with
seriously. The task is enormous, it is a gigantic job no single
individual, no single party can accomplish the job alone. Therefore,
a collective effort is a must. the MCJ family has to take the lead in
this crucial phase.

the department of Mass Communication and Journalism is such a
family that finds above in the heart of each and every member.

I am proud of being a member of this MCJ family and the beautiful
caravan that started its journey 50 years ago.

I wish the upcoming programme a grand success.
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Professor Dr. A A M S Arefin Siddique
Vice chancellor



Message

I am very much glad to hear that the department of Mass
Communication and Journalism [MCJ], University of Dhaka is
celebrating the golden jubilee of their journey and media education
in Bangladesh.

I do believe, journalism is a privileged socio-cultural platform. It is
such a noble profession that carries noble values, bears duties and
responsibilities towards the people and society. The MCJ family is
our pride. I believe the glorious history and achievements of last 50
years would motivate the members' the family in the coming years.
together we will build a successful nation.

I wish their efforts and missions will be of great success. |
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Dean
Faculty of Social Science

Dr. Farid Uddin Ahmad

Message

This is the year of our Golden Jubilee celebration. As we celebrate
the golden jubilee year I would like to look back to the achievements
accomplished in the last five decades. Starting with only an evening
diploma course with a handful of students, today we can proudly
boast of an excellent four-year undergraduate program and one-year
Master's program with more than 300 students. As we scan the
media industry in our country, both electronic and print, our alumni
are to be found everywhere. In the field of communication too, be it
advertising or public relations, our graduates have made a mark for
themselves. This feat has been accomplished by the combined
efforts of both academicians and students. We have worked together
to make our department stand out in the field of communication and
journalism. We have visions for the future, too. Keeping up with the
modern trends, we plan to develop our Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism with the needs and requirements of
the time so that our students can boldly face the challenges posed to
them. Our past has been bright but our future will be brighter.

I am confident that our graduates will be able to perpetuate the rich
traditions that we have established and win laurels for themselves.

Long Live the Department of Mass Communication &
Journalism!!!
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Professor Akhtar Sultana
Chairperson
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Expansion and Modernization of Journalism
Education in Bangladesh

Professor Dr. Sakhawat Ali Khan
and
Dr. Abul Mansur Ahmed

The journalism education started in Bangladesh in 1962 with the
establishment of the Department of Journalism at the University of
Dhaka with a one-year Post-Graduate Diploma Programme. In 1968,
a Masters course was added in the department. So, it can be said that
the history of journalism education is not that much old in
Bangladesh. But the growing importance of journalism in the
modern world led the journalism educators to introduce a three-year
B.A. Honours programme in 1977 and the department was renamed
as the Department of Mass Communication and Journalism.

With the introduction of Honours course, the diploma course was
discontinued. Few years back the Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB)
with the approval of National University has introduced a post-
graduate diploma course in Journalism. The curriculum of the course
is almost the same as that of previous Dhaka University course. PIB
is also at the last stage of their preparation for introducing a Masters
course in Journalism under National University. It may be mentioned
here that in journalism education, Dhaka University is still playing a
vital role in producing more market oriented graduates as well as
conducting media related research programmes. The strength of this
department is that many faculty members of the department are
enlightened with western and regional curriculum through their
higher studies and academic experiences abroad. Some of them have
practical experience in journalism as well. The department offered a
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regional Masters programme on Media, Communication and
Journalism which ended in 2012. The programme was funded by the
Norwegian government. Students from Bangladesh and Nepal
participated in this programme. This programme has shown the
strong leadership and scholarly approach of the department in
enhancing journalism education at regional level.

This paper traces out the paradigm shifts in journalism education
in this changing world. Technological advancement has made the
world closer than ever before. It has become a dire need to cope with
the emerging global development in the areas of journalism and
media and communication education and practices. The changing
scenario in the landscape of journalism education all over the world
has created a new paradigm shift in journalism education in
Bangladesh. Since 1990s, the expansion of journalism education
spread to other public universities. The Department of Mass
Communication at the University of Rajshahi was opened in 1992
and renamed as the Department of Mass Communication and
Journalism in 2007. Chittagong University opened a journalism
department in 1995 and later renamed it as the Department of
Communication and Journalism. The Jagannath University started
the Department of Mass Communication and Journalism in 2009
while Jahangirnagar University and Begum Rokeya University
opened the same department in 2011 respectively. These trends
indicate the popularity of journalism education in other public
universities. All the same time efforts are going on to modernize
course curriculum and pedagogic in public universities. In this
regard, Dhaka University can claim itself as the pioneer in fostering
journalism education in Bangladesh. The Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism at Dhaka University is continuing
technology-driven desk top publishing, video communication,
photojournalism and cyber journalism to cope with the fast emerging
new journalism and media. In this regard, Asia Foundation and
DANIDA provided significant financial support. The journalism
department at Rajshahi University offered a Post-Graduate Diploma
Programme on Civic Journalism in 1995 and received technological
facilities also with the financial assistance of DANIDA.
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Unfortunately some management problems led the programme stop
without getting further extension from the donors.

The private universities in Bangladesh started offering
programmes on mass communication and journalism since late
1990s. There are at least eight private universities who have started
such programmes. They are, Independent University of Bangladesh
(IUB), University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB), University of
Development Alternatives (UODA), Stamford University
Bangladesh, Daffodil International University (DIU), American
International University Bangladesh (AIUB), Manarat International
University (MIU) and Green University of Bangladesh (GUB). Both
State University of Bangladesh and ASA University are planning to
open the department. Quite a good number of other private
universities are also contemplating to open such departments in
different names. These programmes have created the scope for
getting journalism education although some programmes may not
have enough permanent faculty members and resources to ensure
quality education. Due to high tuition fees in the private universities,
most of the students are from affluent families capable of bearing
expenses throughout the programme. In spite of many shortcomings
it is evident that the journalism education has expanded in public and
private universities over the years in Bangladesh.

We can see paradigm shifts from monodisciplinary to
interdisciplinary and humanities to social sciences in the areas of
journalism education. For example, the Mass Communication and
Journalism department of Dhaka University shifted from Arts
Faculty to Social Sciences. Even in public and private universities,
technology-friendly approaches are gradually getting upper hand.

Both the media, print and electronic, have been undergoing
moderate modernization with the support of computers and
advanced technology. With more emphasis on market economy,
private enterprises are venturing into new products and services,
resulting into more advertisements from them to the media. The print
and electronic media-especially television-have actually been
enjoying very rapid growth over the last eight years. Most of the
private television channels are trying to use advanced technology to
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provide the audience a better service. Some channels have
sophisticated technological support to bring live coverage to the
audience. Due to technological advancement, the Bangladeshi
diasporas around the world are getting access to the programmes of
a good number of Bangladeshi private television channels.
Moreover, the government-owned Bangladesh Television has also
introduced a satellite channel known as BTV World.

Media industries are growing but some sort of oligopoly is
evident in media ownership pattern. Quite a good number of them
are owned by rich political personalities. Big business houses are
also getting interested in the sector. Following the expansion of the
media market, the job opportunities in the media industries
particularly in electronic ones are increasing significantly. The
number of journalism graduates is higher in many media houses ever
than before. The leading dailies and private television channels are
appointing increasing number of journalism graduates and quite a
good number of them are now placed in the policy making positions.
These young graduates, in most cases, are taking their jobs seriously
with a sense of professionalism. The problem is that the
professionalism cannot thrive much due to political parallelism or
partisan media. The journalists’ bodies are so much divided
politically that they hardly could come to one platform to
demonstrate their professional strength, unity and integrity. Another
unfortunate problem is that, often an uneasy relationship exists
between the journalists with formal institutional degrees and those
who do not have it. It is important to bring the change in the mind-
set of some of the most efficient and senior journalists having
degrees in other disciplines other than journalism and working at
policy making level with regard to entry of journalism graduates in
the profession. The media houses failed to introduce proper search
committee over the decades in the process of hiring journalists at
entry level. This situation has sometime resulted in making the
profession a dumping ground for rather unfit persons.

The ultimate journalism requires providing students with real-
world experience, concentrating on developing their critical,
analytical and linguistic skills, fostering their sense of journalism
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ethics and social responsibility and teaching them how to transform
information into knowledge. The journalism departments
particularly that of Dhaka University, are moderately successful in
producing graduates with quality journalism education despite some
limitations of resources.

We must mention here the role of institutions who are relentlessly
arranging training for the in-service journalists and persons
interested to join media. Training courses are of different durations
and the sponsoring agencies generally give certificates to the
participants.

Press Institute of Bangladesh (PIB) which is a government
organization is perhaps the oldest and most active amongst such
agencies. Few private training institutions are also regularly
arranging such courses. Some of the NGOs occasionally conduct
training courses mainly with the help of guest resource persons.

Last but not the least, ever increasing interest among the students
of new generation about the discipline is one of the main factors
behind the expansion of journalism education in Bangladesh. But so
far as the modernization is concerned, we must admit the lack of
adequate facilities. For example, the pioneer institution in the field,
i.e., the Mass Communication and Journalism Department of Dhaka
University do not even have facilities to bring out a practice journal,
which is essential for the practical orientation of the students of print
media. Campus radio and Campus TV are used in advanced
countries of the world to train up students of electronic media.
Establishment of such facilities has remained a dream of the faculty
members of our universities. With the establishment of a new
popular democratic government in the country, it is expected that a
new era of journalism education will usher in at the public
universities. And who knows, even the affluent private universities
taking into cognizance the ever-growing popularity of the subject,
may bring in most modern equipments to attract more students to
their journalism departments.
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Lastly, we hope that with a proper mix of theoretical and practical
training, journalism education in Bangladesh will produce required
number of skilled newsmen and researchers in the field.
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Press Ethics in Bangladesh:
Concepts and Practices

Dr. Sudhangshu Sekhar Roy

Prelude

The ethical philosophy of Bangladeshi media is seemingly not so
strong through which all the journalists would be able to work under
it with a very homogenous approach. The age of media industry in
Bangladesh, especially the print media is not little as the first
newspaper of this land (sovereign Bangladesh) was appeared in 1847
from Rangpur. However, the television medium is crossing through
a crucial period as its functional age is more or less fifteen years in
terms of open competition era; even then a uniformed and concrete
philosophy of the media is not yet conceived and developed.
Although there was a slim chance for media in seventies and eighties
of last century to develop a concrete and uniformed policy but that
hope was simply dashed as most of the houses and their journalists
had been opted to go for individually. They generally feel the ethical
philosophy of any media house is solely of their own. Most of the
journalists do not have their professional mentality to follow the
available guidelines or ethics either written or hidden. However, the
available written codes in Bangladesh is not significant and effective
in print media, and in the electronic media, this is flatly missing.
Despite that, they generally do not in favor of government-endorsed
policies for being feared of governmental intervention of freedom of
press. But, irony, most of the media houses do not have their own
formal ethical policies except a very few, rather they dependent on
certain ‘situation’ to handle any emerging crises or issues like BDR
mutiny in 2009. This is virtually a dilemma of ethics. As a whole, the
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ethical scenario of Bangladeshi media environment is not quite
transparent. But, it is generally perceived, journalists have to follow
and maintain universally and widely accepted ethical philosophy that
would led them to formulate their own appropriate policies. Due to
the dearth of good ethical philosophy as well as the practices, the
journalists are always seen arrogant and maintaining an ignoring
tendency.

What We Mean Ethics

Ethics is a set of moral principles or rules of behavior that govern or
influence a person’s behavior. Ethics in other way is the
characteristic spirit, moral values, ideas or beliefs or guidelines of a
group, a community or a culture. The term ethics comes of a term
ethos — meaning for character of what a good person is or does to
have a good character. The other version says: the word ethics
derives from the Greek word ethos, meaning the traditions or guiding
spirit that governs a culture.

Ethics deals with philosophical foundations of decision-making,
of choosing among the good and bad options that one faces, and
morality on the other hand, comes from the Latin mores — way of life
or customs. It refers to the way or manner in which people behave.
So ethics — philosophical foundations while morality — way or
manner or the process in which people to act or behave. So morality
has come to mean — socially approved customs or the practice or
application of ethics

Ethics and Responsibility

Social responsibility and ethics are almost interchangeable, because
we believe that members of institutions have societal obligation to
function responsibly, and ethics are the manifestations of that
societal consciousness. More you are ethically strong more you are
responsible. Fields related to ethical issues are Advertising, Public
relations, and all typical mass media like newspaper, radio,
television, film etc. Besides, the social media is hugely the centre of
interest now to have the inherent tendency of committing the ethical
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lapses. And in every field, there is huge obligation to maintain
responsibility.But reckless pursuit of presenting ethically deviated
news/ information has been destroying the spirit of responsibility
and creating an ill- psyche of the readers and viewers

Some Issues for Debate
TV programs, both bulletins and entertainments, have too much
violent and are socially destructive!

Rap music is obscene and misogynistic!

News reporting is biased by commercial or cultural influences
and impositions!

Ever rising public relations or advertising campaign unfairly
manipulates public opinion!

Film is too obscene, projecting mainly the fantasy and exporting
alien theme and culture unsuitable for one country’s ethical standard
and stimulating the violence.

Action and Limitations of Ethics/ Laws

In maintaining ethics, nobody imposes any restrictions. It is
spontaneous. You need to learn the lesson of maintaining it. You need
to learn it from family first, then the academic institutions, and for
those professionals who are working in their respective media
houses.

They should learn and learn the habit of respect from the set of
ethics. Ethics is the set of principles to abide by. Customs or values
are to be adopted by a delegated committee of a culture or
community for regulating the behavior of members of a community
or a country. You have to respect it. It not, then you are to be scolded
and to be motivated to respect it but there is no gross provision of
punishment.

And Laws are bottom line, if you violate then you are to be
punished. All the rules and regulation formulated, established and
introduced by an appropriate authority. Laws should usually be
formulated and ratified by legislature of any form in any civilized
and democratic society. Any traditional (sometimes primitive)
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society’s elderly people can create a set of regulations which have to
be respected; otherwise, an appropriate punishment can be awarded
to anyone who breaks those rules and regulations.

Law is simply the imposition. You must to respect, if not, then
you would be forced to respect. If it is not forced, then formulation
of laws is useless and becoming funny.

It is good for a community to maintain the values, norms, which
once created spontaneously, or at least said in any document; in that
case we do not need any law.

Laws to be forced or imposed. Ethics are to be followed. When
we do not follow the ethics then the law should be imposed.

But problem is, some journalists are insensitive to ethics, some
others are very hypersensitive. So we have to strike a balance
between the two. We should not remain blind to ethics, or we should
not be over reactive.

Constitutional Guideline

Journalists are very sensitive for not to be restricted by any laws.
This is the spirit of freedom, but freedom does not have any
unlimited boundary. Newsmakers obviously enjoy the freedom but
they would be held responsible for any kind of misdeeds. For that
they need to respect the ethics. Constitution is said to be the mother
laws of other laws, but it mainly provides guiding principles. The
article 39 of Bangladesh Constitution ensures freedom of press while
suggesting maintaining respects to morality and decency. It says,

39 (1). Freedom of thought and conscience is guaranteed.

39 (2). Subject to any reasonable restrictions imposed by law in
the interests of the security of the State, friendly relation with foreign
states, public order, decency or morality, or in relations to
contempt of court, defamation or incitement to an offence-

(a) the right of every citizen to freedom of speech and expression;
and

(b) freedom of the press are guaranteed.

The spirit of article 39 is similar to the Aristotelian view of
moderation and compromises. It reflects the check and balance
between the freedom and violation. The philosophy of article 39 of
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the Constitution is to restrain the newsmakers from committing
ethical lapses imposing some lawful conditions even after giving
lavish freedom. But, constitution is virtually a guideline, not a law.
Thus it cannot penalize the journalists who are to commit the
wrongdoings. However, the laws relating to press available in
Bangladesh is almost adequate and those laws act as deterrent
bringing the press people under the court of justice whenever they
commit any kind of slips. But, the practice of enforcing deterrent
legal actions is not evident enough as the people, who fall prey to the
wrongdoings of the press, usually do not go to the door of justice
seeking redresses of any kind of their grievances. People of
Bangladesh are generally very generous and liberal who do not take
ethical issues seriously, and the process and procedure of legal
system is so lengthy and complicated that people always feel de-
motivated to go to the court for any kind of action. This state of
inertia actually has given the press a kind of upper hand, and for that,
sometimes they advance further of committing more lapses as there

is no virtual application of defense against the ethical degradation.
Besides, constitutional restrictions, we have a few typical written

guidelines for the journalists of print media. Journalists’ community
has a watchdog to watch their activities i.e., the Bangladesh Press
Council. However, this watchdog is so weak in terms of its area of
acts and strength that it always needs government-pumped oxygen to
live. It has a very limited magistracy power and institutionally not so
strong enough to go for any action against any newspaper that is to
commit any kind of violation of ethics. It is just like big brother, who
scolds newspapers time to time whenever necessary, but the
newspapers mostly overpower the Press Council as their corporate
strength is much more powerful than the power vested on Press
Council.

As per The Press council Act 1974, the council has introduced 25
codes of conduct to be followed by the journalists of print medium
mainly as TV medium did not flourish then. Out of 25 codes, not less
than 15 are at all effective to properly guide the journalists of the
newspapers. Huge overlapping is there and the inner meaning of the
codes is so weak that it does not work effectively. Most of the codes
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are not useful, rather a hollow emotional rhetoric. Some of them are
so emotional, ambiguous and vague that some people would raise
serious objections about their merits as codes. Very few of them are
really applicable for the journalists whenever they are at work.
Without very slim exceptions, the most of the newspapers and
journalists, however, do not bother the codes of conduct and some
other do not have even any idea at all. This is the result of no major
punitive actions being taken from the watchdog of the watchdogs in
one end and the journalists are not being well familiar with the codes
on the other. Nevertheless, it is a satisfactory note that Bangladesh
has at least a set of written codes for the journalists of print media,
but this one is flatly missing for the broadcasting media. Despite
efforts for last fifteen years we are yet to formulate and incorporate
a broadcasting policy.

State of Ethical Practices

The ethical standard of journalism in Bangladesh, television media
in particular, has been remarkably degraded. The trailers of this field
are very much aware in this issue, but not at all careful regarding
appropriate content and tasteful presentation. And all these things are
being happened as the policy makers of this media are not yet
professionally or ethically matured or respectful. So, we need a
broad-based media policy applicable for all kinds of media involving
the media associates, the government, the civil society, the media
academics and the judiciary. The policy should not be only for
protecting the media from the onslaught of the government for
political reasons; it would work just like an umbrella of the
watchdogs (media). Media should not talk about others
accountability they should take the burden of being monitored. A
full-fledged representative body would get a monitoring power as
per this policy which would look after all the goods and bads of the
media; by the side they can have their own alternative training house
to provide a unified, not necessarily universal, training for the
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journalists especially ethical issues. In spite of huge criticism during
BDR mutiny issue earned by the television media, it still has been
suffering from an unhealthy and distasteful showmanship. They are

genuinely prejudiced to show sensational objects.
Showing dead bodies of army people wrapped in gunny bags

during BDR carnage in February, 2009 was simply the manifestation
of poor taste by the electronic media. The process of recovering the
dead body of a student of Rajshahi University, who was killed by the
opponent students’ wing of his organization he belonged and
dumped into a manhole couple of years back, was shown in TV
screen spending more than couple of minutes in almost all the
television channels. Very recently we have seen in all television
screens how one Biswajeet was being murdered. Is it simply for
objectivity?

Instead of being active in bringing the dead man’s burning body
on our television screen, the television crew should have rather
initiated the humane effort to put off the blaze from the body and that
would have been more civilized.

In the UK, the television newscasters caution the viewers of even
flash photography on any news coverage of superstars and we still
often falter to care for basic human norms in Bangladeshi news
channels.

I do not wish to shudder while watching Bangladeshi channels
any more and would hope that the respected news moderators of
these television channels would abide by basic international
standards of news coverage.

The sudden influx of cable television channels have recruited
many enthusiastic and sometimes challenging and brave news
reporters but we should also be attentive to training the crew with
code of conduct relating to news coverage (The Daily Star, 2009:
13)

On the other day on June 7, 2010 a TV channel of Bangladesh at
least showed a severed head of an unfortunate guy, which one
holding in his lap a hoodlum just went to a hotel demanding huge
lump sum otherwise his fate would be like that individual. Not only



7 AA™/@o

the severed head but the dead man’s headless body was also shown.
Are these for objectivity or simply showmanship or unethical
competition? This is the result of the ‘lust for the first’. You cannot
rush only for juicy news and sensational presentation. But, who
cares? Journalist himself or gatekeepers like news editors, chief
reporters or policy makers themselves? Nobody knows.

Wrong Nourishment

Journalism in Bangladesh right now especially in TV media is
simply a glamorous and lucrative job for the to-be-journalists. They
want to create a glamorous image in the market, and by the side they
want to become financially solvent within very few years after their
entrance in the profession. Very interestingly, the present trend
prevailing among the young people is - the boys want to be reporters
and the girls either want to be the newscasters or the anchor-person.
The face value of a TV reporter or anchor-person pulls financial
benefit from the other side besides journalism field. As soon as they
were hired, they are being asked to jump to the fighting field of
bringing more than one items everyday without providing
appropriate enough ethical training and professional integrity
Automatically the editing side has been facing a dearth of good
quality people now, and it has been reflected in the wrongly selected
content and treatment, bizarre translation and improper
pronunciation, biased and ill-motivated opinion, and lastly always
negative and sensational presentation.

[ am completing my write up with a statement, ‘There can be no
freedom unless the Press has the right to be irresponsible’. Would we
think it twice?
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Experience as Press Ombudsperson
Media Ethics and Professionalism: Dynamics in a
Developing Country

Md. Golam Rahman, PhD

Press in Bangladesh is pursuing its activities to uphold the
democratic interest of people and is committed to social
responsibility that springs from the spirit of liberation struggle in
1971. Amader Shomoy, a new trend in Bangladesh newspaper arena,
introduced an Office of Press Ombudsperson for the first of its kind
in Bangladesh on January 01, 2011. Amader Shomoy is a Bengali
language daily newspaper published from Dhaka, Bangladesh since
2004 by Nayeemul Islam Khan as Editor. The daily hit the market as
a small newspaper, comparatively fewer pages and low price. When
usual daily newspaper used to cost around Tk 8 - 10 (10 cents) where
as Amader Shomoy was priced at Tk 2. The daily became a popular
paper, especially among the commuters, office-goers, shop-keepers
and commoners. Initially the paper contained small advertisements
and most of the news presented in a concise format in four pages.
Gradually the paper increased its contents and pages and increased
its price to Tk 3 and Tk 4 and added advertisements too.

Press Ombudsperson

The Press Council of Bangladesh, a quasi judicial body, was
established in August 1979 under the Press Council Act 1974, with a
view to preserve the freedom of the press and to maintain and
improve the standard of newspapers and news agencies in
Bangladesh. In its capacity, the Press Council as an adjudicating
body, sitting as a court to inquire into the complaints by the
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aggrieved. The Council has been handling of complaints against
abuses of the press during its existence of more than three decades.
The media scenario has expanded in Bangladesh as about 470
newspapers are being published of which about 294 are daily
newspapers. Some 98 papers are published from Dhaka, the capital
of Bangladesh and there are weekly and other periodicals. (ABC
Report, 12 June 2011). More than one dozen of private television
channels are in operation and another dozen of TV channels are
waiting with formal licenses from the government for transmission.
So there is still a lot to do in this line.

In general it has been seen that most aggrieved people do not like
to file petition against a newspaper to the courts and often they are
reluctant to go to the Press Council, because of lengthy procedures
involved in getting remedies, although they feel, they are deprived of
exercising their rights. At the same time the body of the Council get
restructured by the government with a political twist. Often the post
of Chairman of the Council became a political appointee. Prevailing
the situation the newspapers and other media never thought of
themselves to address and mediate the professional grievances, but
the editor of Amader Shomoy stepped in to an environment to
introduce the position of Press Ombudsman. After some consultative
meeting with journalists and media professionals the name has been
conceptualized avoiding gender sensitive word and it became Press
Ombudsperson.

With an over-all objective the Office of Ombudsperson would
look at to improve the quality of reporting and presentation of news
of Amader Shomoy. With this motto, the Office of the Press
Ombudsperson has been established and the functions of the office
would be drafted to discharge accordingly. It has been apparent that
this office might play pivotal role in providing adjudication to the
aggrieved maintaining the freedom of the press.

The Office of Ombudsperson at Amader Shomoy may be
considered as a buffer between the press and people. The
establishment of the Office of Press Ombudsperson followed the
realization of the requirement for an independent authority for
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safeguarding the freedom of the press and protecting individuals and
institutions from excess by the journalists.

In general, an ombudsperson would handle complaints and
attempts to find mutually satisfactory solutions. A press
ombudsperson receives and investigates complaints from readers of
the newspaper Amader Shomoy of accuracy, fairness, balance and
good taste in news coverage. S/he would recommend appropriate
remedies or responses to correct or clarify news reports. Press
Ombudsperson of Amader Shomoy will also keep an eye to take suo
mottu decision to ask for explanation to a reporter/journalist/writer
of any news that seems objectionable to good journalistic practice or
public taste.

Functions of Ombudsperson
The Office of Ombudsperson will perform the following functions
for Amader Shomoy:
1.To facilitate the newspaper to maintain freedom of expression
guaranteed in the Constitution.
2.To provide the public with fair, free and quick method of
resolving any complaints they may have pertaining to the
newspaper.
3.To develop a professional code of ethics for the journalists.
4.To activate the Office of Press Ombudsperson to provide
remedies to the aggrieved.

Goal to Achieve Good Journalistic Practice
By doing so the Office of Press Ombudsperson (OPO) will achieve
the following:
a) Facilitate the profession of journalism by achieving high
ethical standards in reporting and presentation of news, views,

Eictures, advertisements and other contents.
) Create a credible news environment and make the press

accountable to the society.

c) Make a forum for exchanging experiences, opinions,
information among the internal public as well as external public
of the newspaper.
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d) Develop the perception of ventilating public participation on
media contents.

e) Keep contacts with editors, professional organizations, Press
Councils and other media houses to enhance the standard of
journalism.

Modalities

The Office of Press Ombudsperson (OPO) at Amader Shomoy will
operate by the spirit of Code of ethics [appendix-A] that has been
adopted for Amader Shomoy or any addition and/or alteration
thereof time to time with the following outlines:

When a person feels that s/he is affected by a report/ reports
published in the newspaper because of breaching the code of
ethicsthen s/he can lodge a complaint against the paper to the editor
mentioning her/his grievances. If s/he does not get any remedy from
the editor then s/he can complain to the Office of Press
Ombudsperson.

Complaint must be filed within one month of the publication of
original item.

The plaintiff/applicant should explain why and how s/he is being
affected by the printed report/picture/write-up.

The plaintiff/applicant should state if a report/picture/write-up
published is not true or not based on facts that affect her/him or
damages her/his reputation or defamatory in nature.

To file a complaint to OPO is free of charge.

Any interested members of the public can lodge a complaint with
the OPO against newspaper items they regard as a violation of good
journalistic practice. But the person to whom the article relates must
provide written consent if the complaint is to result in formal
criticism of the newspaper.

The newspaper that has been found to violate good journalistic
practice is expected to publish the written decision of the Press
Ombudsperson. Press Ombudsperson (PO) will scrutiny the

application filed and will judge the allegation against the paper.
The PO has reason to believe that the newspaper has offended

against code of ethics, the PO, after giving the reporter, chief
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reporter, sub-editor, news editor, or a journalist, or editorial staff, or
editor concerned with the publication of the report an opportunity of
being heard, hold an inquiry. Thereafter, if the PO is satisfied s/he
can in writing warn, admonish or censure the reporter or/and the
journalist involved, as the case may be. S/he may also instruct the
newspaper to publish the decision or the notice of reprimand to
reporter/journalist concerned on the case when deemed necessary.

If the PO is of opinion that it is necessary in the public interest,
so to do, it may require any staff of the newspaper to be summoned
or asked to explain on the publication of an item or on an issue or
treatment of any news or item.

Experiences as Press Ombudsperson

Journalists at Amader Shomoy at its house meeting informed their
limitation of professional knowledge. The Ombudsperson reviewed
the prevailing practices at the house and felt to prepare a set of
journalistic code. Newspapers in Bangladesh inherited traditional
laws, rules, and some norms to run their profession and business and
with few exceptions no newspaper has a written code of ethics.
Many of them follow the traditions and precedents as well as seniors'
experiences. On the appointment of Press Ombudsperson, the editor
of the paper invited some editors and senior journalists to exchange
views and opinions on the activities and terms of reference of newly
appointed Ombudsperson and its office since it was for the first time
in this country.

On understanding and reviewing the press codes and activities of
Press Ombudsman in several countries and also activities of Press
Councils in different parts of the world this Press Ombudsperson
compiled and drafted a set of code of ethics to be followed by the
journalists of Amader Shomoy. The draft code was discussed with
the journalists of the paper in several sessions and latter the draft-
code was circulated and discussed with journalism teachers of the
university and foreign experts. Opinion provided by them were
incorporated in the code and a spirit of fair journalism infused in the
document. On the basis of the draft-code of ethics the reports of
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journalists were reviewed and directions given to them. The
ombudsperson usually marks published items which does not
maintain the code of ethics and the person(s) involved in writing or
editing had been served a notice from the Office of Ombudsperson
to appear before the office and defense themselves. After the hearing
or written statement by a journalist the ombudsperson issue a
judgment. Often the incumbent journalist gets warning or censured
on the act and sometimes instructions were given to print
corrections. Many of those cases were undertaken as suo motto by
the Ombudsperson. It started with an announcement made in the
paper on 9th July 2011 (appendix-B). Later, an analytical article
from the Office of Press Ombudsperson mentioning several cases
was also published (appendix - C).

In some cases it has been observed that the lapses were
committed by journalists by ignorance of ethics and some time
policy of the paper was responsible where editorial decision played
important role. Some news items had been adjudged as product of
shabby and slap-dash writing, which suffered from journalistic
standard. Some items got published without verification of facts and
happenings by reporters, although they were not challenged by any
party, but the Office of Ombudsperson scrutinized them and the
concerned reporters were admonished and warned in future this sort
of report should not appear any more. On publication of indecent
advertisement, the Office of Ombudsperson issued direction in
future to look at advertisements contain illicit texts and illustrations
before publication and take steps not publish them.

When there was a written complaint by an aggrieved person
against any published news the Office of Ombudsperson issued a
formal notice to the concerned reporter to appear at the Office. On
hearing of the reporter and after a conversation with him about the
factual integrity, the Office come to a decision whether s/he should
be served with notice of a caution in future/ a warning, or s’he should
be admonished/ censured, or any other punishment. The word
punishment has been used as action of professional discipline.
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It has been observed that some news item published in one
edition of the day became shortened in another edition, but lost its
originality and suffered from factual integrity. Sometimes news was
written very loosely without following basic structure of news by the
news practitioners, resulting denial of readers' rights as consumers of
information. It has also been observed that there was news item
published with pseudo name and the newspaper hold the
responsibility of the published item, although the person could not be
held responsible and accountable when the factual integrity was in
question (News published on 26 April 2011, page 8). For one such
published item the editor apologized unconditionally.

Conclusion

In this brief period of the Office of Ombudsperson in Amader
Shomoy in a country like Bangladesh, I understand a job that had
been created which showed spectrum of expectations and enormous
responsibilities, at the same time it would require big deal of new
culture to be nurtured. The journalists in the newspaper initially felt
tensed and fear on the emergence of the Office of Ombudsperson and
many felt hidden pressure on their less-cared activities. On the other
hand the over-all standard of the newspaper is in question, especially
the publication of unethical advertisements in some editions. The
activities of the Office of Ombudsperson alone may not bring a
qualitative change in the profession unless economic emancipation
of the journalists and employees take place. It seems, the journalists
and staff in general are low paid resulting their motivation in the
profession is partially hampered. There is a problem with the
ownership of the paper which recently put it to the court. At the same
time the Office of Ombudsperson faces a reality of uneasy working

situation, hopefully, for the time being.
The Office of the Press Ombudsperson will prevail above a

person's activity rather than it should grow as an institution of media
professionalism. Ombudsperson has written several columns in the
paper mentioning the contribution of Press Ombudsman in different
countries journalism and desired a historic role of Amader Shomoy
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in the healthy journalism of the nation. Many newspapers in the
country will initiate the process of establishing Office of
Ombudsman, a few have already looking for appropriate persons for
the job. But future is not that bright, a lot of hurdles to be crossed
successfully by the press authorities - the editors, the managers, the
owners, and above all, the press people.

The paper was presented by Professor M. Golam Rahman, Press
Ombudsperson of Daily Amader Shomoy (January - August, 2011) at
the Annual Conference of Organization of News Ombudsmen (ONO)
held in Copenhagen, May 22, 2012.

Appendix

Office of the Press Ombudsperson (OPO)
Code of Ethics for Amader Shomoy

Ethics for journalists working in Amader Shomoy:

1. Journalist will expose the truth and present incident objectively.

2. Journalist will not publish anything which is indecent. Journalist will
avoid indecent and crude words.

3. Journalist will bring to light truth with utmost honesty and impartiality.
4. It is responsibility of reporter to mention source of news. Reporter must
mention source for the sake of credibility of the news. It is also ethical duty
of the reporter to maintain confidentiality of the source if the source prefers
not to be named for security. In such case reporter will not break promise
given to source.

5. Any mistake be it unintentional or intentional goes against principles of
journalism. Corrigendum must be published as soon as mistake is detected.
Corrigendum must get same treatment in terms of importance and
placement as the original news.

6. Reporter can seek information from any individual, authority or
organization but can not force them to get it.

7. In case of any allegation against any person in a report, the person must
get chance for self defence.

8. Journalist or newspaper can not interfere in personal life of a person.
Personal life has a boundary. If activities of a person affect general people,
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harms the country or hamper public interests, report can be published on the
person's activities.

9. While filing a negative report about a person, personal life, religion,
gender, cloths, physical or mental disabilities, sex habit etc. must be
avoided.

10. Making defamatory and objectionable comments against an accused
person before conviction go against principles of journalism. A person
under trial can be termed accused, not criminal.

11. Newspaper must not make comment on a convicted person that may
humiliate parents, relatives in the society.

12. Newspaper should not run negative report or make mockery of mentally
and physically challenged persons. Journalist must keep it in mind that they
are integral part of the society.

13. There should not be any negative reporting or effort belittling any
religion, ethnic group, gender or life style, food habit, culture etc.

14. Journalist must maintain restraint and patience in dealing with sensitive
or sensational issues. Journalist must not file a write-up which will worsen
the situation.

15. Journalist must be respectful to different ethnic groups, religion, color
and nation. It is moral obligation of reporters to show respect to their life
style and characteristics.

16. Journalist will not write to serve special class. Reporter can not feel to
belong to special class. Reporter will expose news to public with utmost
neutrality. Nurturing own like, dislikes or aligning with a particular quarter
is against norms of journalism.

17. Newspaper cannot reprint other's writeup or publication without
permission. Source must be mentioned while quoting information from any
book and newspaper.

18. Reporter will not file report in favor or against a person in exchange of
money or benefits.

19. Reporter will not take money, gift or bribe from a source. Reporter will
not give in to temptation which may influence professional duties. Reporter
can though receive a courtesy gift presented to all reporters in a program.
Reporter should not accept a travel offer proposed by an organization for
own interest. In special circumstances reporter can accept travel offer but
should not divert from his/her responsibilities.

20. Journalist must perform duty going beyond narrow political mindset.
Newspaper can carry report on politics. But newspaper will not play such a
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role that will give impression to readers that it is aligning with a particular
political party.

21. While filing report on crime, journalist must keep in mind that reporting
should not spread criminal incidents. Rather it should focus on bad things
about crime and point to reason to criminal incidents.

22. Journalist must be watchful that any advertisement cannot be presented
in disguise of news.

23. Journalist has to be careful in writing report on women so that a report
may not dishonor women community.

24. Journalist must consider human right issue in reporting on women,
children and human trafficking. If photograph needs to be published, face
has to be covered or filter can be used so that they are not dishonored.
Reporter must refrain from mentioning name of victim. Fictitious name can
be used.

25. Indecent, vulgar or gruesome photograph should not be published.
Journalist must refrains from publishing any photograph which may hurts
social values.
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“If there’s anything that’s important to a reporter, it is integrity. It
is credibility.”— Mike Wallace

“If I had my choice I would kill every reporter in the world, but I
am sure we would be getting reports from Hell before breakfast.”
— William Tecumseh Sherman
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Broadcast Journalism in Bangladesh and
Its Future

Samia Rahman

Journalism in Bangladesh is lively with newspapers, broadcasting
and new media operations in both private and public sectors.
Although printing media in western world has declined recently,
newspapers in Bangladesh are still thriving and playing a strong role
in politics and society. There are hundreds of dailies in Bangladesh
out of which few dozen are substantial and significant publications.
This indicates that newspapers remain an important element of
journalism in Bangladesh. However, the pre and post Y2K media
boom in Bangladesh along with the growing expansion, availability
and price drop of technology and internet has initiated extended use
of new media among mass population of the country. Intensely new
TV channels are in the business which made participation of
audience both active and passive way in many discussions through
new media and internet. What is happening in today's daily life in
terms of news broadcasting, sharing of content and participation in
discussion for decision making and understanding the credibility of
news content was not even close to imagination a decade back in
Bangladesh. It is thus apparent now that the traditional concept of
journalism is far beyond the printing media or even the broadcasting
media. Rather, since journalism is taking a new shift globally and for
a mass populated country like Bangladesh, where journalism
practice is rapid and demanding by the mass audience, it is clear that
any major global shift in journalism will leave swift and positive
impact on the way journalism is practiced in Bangladesh in the
coming future. So an interesting question to ask now will be what
trends are going to be effecting our media culture these days and how
will journalism look like in 10 years? I would say smart print
publications will realize that their online strategies are seriously
tanking. Ad-relevance and revenues aren't significant or targeted
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enough. Journalism online not only isn't creating the necessary
affinity, So it is not surprising then, that citizen journalism has it beat
hands down for three pretty compelling reasons: captures the long
tail of content (instead of one-sized fits all journalism) it is emotional
and personal, and speaks in a human language and user interfaces
which reflect individuality and personalization. This is sometimes
reflected by a new keyword and concept as "Journalism 3.0"- which
according to me means an improvement of user centered design,
interface and different social functions. Mobility and modularity are
going to be two major trends of this kind of journalism. Of course
mobile is making its way into, but I think this need to go way beyond
the information delivery function. Recent trend in smart phone and
tablet device in Bangladesh has rooted and initiated a big prospect of
content delivery and sharing. New devices coming to market within
two years' time period will show the concept of "Phablet" that is a
device capable of working as phone or tablet will introduce more
powerful mobile opportunities to mass population.

The ability to create custom feeds from other sources is an
important issue that will be used more by journalists in coming
years. An online publication can't be everything to everyone, but it
can allow users to create their own experience. Those interfaces and
communities which do the best job on the usability-helping users
through the process via suggestions-personalization equation will
win. Imagine use of such function on present prothom-alo.com
website and compare with the existing prothom-alo.com website.
Which one will be a winner and accepted more by the reader? Mass
customization in the form of dashboards which reflect particular
niches and geographies will be the next best thing happening to
journalism world. Since the world is going global news from across
the pond and the land of the rising sun are equally important and
relevant. The proliferation of small video pods that are easily
accessible and stream smoothly on numerous platforms (even old
machines) is critical to creating micro-content that interests users.
Crowd sourcing the creation of newspaper content, particularly in
the area of video is an option and there are even several platforms
which will edit video for a moderate price, rather than having to hire
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a ton of videographers on staff. With the competitive price of IT
labor in Bangladesh, this is just a matter of time to happen. While
user generated content will soon play a large role in Bangladesh
journalism field this will apparently decrease the duplication in
stories so networks can cover a diversity of interesting and relevant
local and human interest stories. Use of smart TV will be very
popular in this decade in Bangladesh since their prices are dropping
quickly in global market. These TVs are connected directly in to
internet with the ability to browse directly which will create a big
shift in how people will read news on TV. Journalism in Bangladesh
will thus focus into creating more application to let mass population
access towards these smart devices. It is clear that when the devices
are changing, people are learning to use new design quickly and the
prices of these devices are dropping it will affect the way we produce
and deliver contents. Journalists produce contents and delivers them
in a different manner not. With the mass population driving in to this
big paradigm shift, journalism will be forced to take a shift with the
help of these technologies that are more appreciated by the massive
users in populated Bangladesh.

However there has been enough talk about the cancer spreading
through modern journalism- the cutting of jobs and money, the
shedding of audiences and disappearance of time for journalists to do
some proper journalism. Regardless of these factors the new trend of
journalism will create new opportunity for journalists. So how will
the journalists of future be? Although journalism is a field where
technology is definitely needed, efficiency of journalists is still more
important for journalism. That is, his news sense, investigative mind,
capability of investigation, getting proper information and visuals for
news, his knowledge, his capability of control over language,
situation, his interpretative attitude, his ethics and values are more
essentials in doing journalism. My assumption is that these factors
will highly boost up with the power of integrated technology and
experienced personal knowledge to enhance the effect towards better
journalism.Let's get the obvious ones out of the way first: the
journalist of the future is a reporter, a video journalist, a photo-
journalist, audio journalist and interactive designer, all-in-one. They
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will shoot and edit films, audio slideshows, podcasts, vodcasts,
blogs, and longer articles. They may have one specialism out of
those, but can go somewhere and cover a story in a multitude of
platforms. They don't just do it because it potentially means more
revenue; they do it because they love telling stories in different ways.
And let's get another thing straight: they still live and breathe the key
qualities of journalism: curiosity, accuracy and a desire to root out
good stories and tell the truth. The internet has shown we're just not
prepared to pay for general news, especially when someone else is
giving it away for free. The decline in newsrooms killed off many
correspondents and specialists, but the journalist of the future should
know there are more money and more audiences in a niche. So they
will become more of a specialist in some areas, or use a current
specialism to build an audience around what they do. The journalists
who will be practicing the new trend of journalism thus will not
belong to the world of "fortress journalism". They will not sit at their
desk in a newsroom all day - in fact, they will work from home. They
will use nodded working techniques to find collaborators for
different digital projects; picking the most talented people from
around the world. There are no office politics or long meetings. They
market their work well enough to get chosen to take part in other
projects. They will embrace new technologies, rather than view them
as a threat. When a new social media tool will come along, they will
ask themselves how I can use it. New trend of journalism will
therefore create journalists who will do the thing all journalists have
ever done: tell stories, but they will do it better that traditional
journalists practicing traditional journalism because they are not so
constrained by time or formulas. They will not be afraid to break
some rules to make a good story. So the result of this new trend in
reporting and journalism practice is therefore, more truthful,
accurate and responsible journalists which Bangladesh needs badly
all the time.

In conclusion, we should not forget that even though future is not the
field for many of us, we still do not make plans for the past rather we
always try to make plans for the future. And we tend to think future
in a way which is informed by the past. The digital revolution which
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is still unfolding in Bangladesh has already had a number of impacts
in our media and journalism. With some fancy use of social media,
video conferencing in limited way, an advance trend of journalism is
visible now and then in Bangladesh. The shift from traditional
journalism to this type of journalism took a long time for our society.
But the shift from present journalism practice to the new global trend
of journalism is simply a matter of time only. We can already see that
it has started happening. In the age of this mass participation thus the
news making will be easier to make together with audiences. In the
age of huge data available for us to use, easier tools to visualize the
data will be required. And in the age of this mass information we will
need to find and share investigative reporting easier. These factors
are serious for Bangladesh in this rush hour of globalization and
glocalization. But we should also not forget that, as long as our
journalists will maintain and act like professionals with global
competence, they will get more chances to survive in this field in the
coming time. Technology will be supporting our journalists for better
and improved journalism or reporting, but technology itself cannot
replace a good journalist. Proper use of technology is a key factor in
Bangladesh. Several incidents can be exemplified to explain how
people use technology negatively which is not going to be
appreciated at all in the coming trend of journalism. So do not let
machine take over your place and for that we the journalists need to
be efficient and professional minded with the help of technologies.
And this is for the sake of our own survival, for our complicated
future job market. Thus the next best major factors that will leave
foremost influences in the way people will be create, deliver and
perceive news and media content and this is what [ wanted to look
into and describe through this article. These factors will take the
present trend of journalism that is going on in Bangladesh, towards
a fluency in the new media across different platforms. I, therefore,
am optimistic and see a more nimble, flexible entrepreneurial future
for journalism in Bangladesh.

Samia Rahman: Associate Professor, Dept of Mass Communication and
Journalism, University of Dhaka.



Bengali or Muslim?: Islam, Identity and Art
Cinema in Contemporary Bangladesh

Zakir Hossain Raju

This essay is an effort of deconstructing how Bangladeshi art
cinema, a national-cultural institution developed in a postcolonial
nation-space in South Asia and addressed to a global audience,
represents and interacts with Islam and Muslim identity. A glimpse
at the colonial and postcolonial trajectory of Bangladesh and its
people demonstrate that the identity formation of Bengali Muslims
was never a linear process. Along side the indigenization of Islam
and continuous transformations of local cultural practices, the British
and Pakistani colonialism as well as the postcolonial State of
Bangladesh played crucial role in constructing community identities
in East Bengal/Pakistan and in Bangladesh. Sociologist Tazeen M.
Murshid states,

The history of the region demonstrates that the process of identity
selection was not constant; the cultural markers adopted were not
fixed. ... Here, nationhood has been defined and re-defined three
times within a quarter of a century (Murshid, 1997: 7).

In this way, the Bengali Muslims of Bangladesh are always
formulating new, emerging and conflicting versions of Bengali-ness
and Muslim-ness, which are not pure concepts, rather are always on
the move. Within this framework, this article demonstrates how the
cinematic texts produced and circulated as/under art cinema mode
are engaged in constructing and reconstructing different identities for
Bengali Muslims in contemporary Bangladesh. I argue in this paper
that Bangladeshi art cinema, to a large extent, locates Islam as an
alien culture, a ‘foreign’ religion that entered Bangladesh through
political-military aggression. Following the cultural-nationalist pro-
Bengali approach, the major tendency of Bangladeshi art cinema is
to be anti-Islamic. Believing in an ‘authentic’ and anti-colonial but
modern version of Bengali culture, they complain that Islam poses
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certain threats to the development and dissemination of such
preferred notion of Bengali-ness. In other words, most art cinema
films are committed to a definitive national-cultural modernity, a
modernity that normalizes the ‘Bengali’ identity as modern and
secular, and locates the ‘Muslim’ identity only as a religious category
that cannot be placed as/within everyday cultural lives of Bengali
Muslims. The dominant thrust of Bangladeshi art cinema is then to
represent Islamic practices as out-of-date and stereotypical rituals.

I find such tendency most visible in some well-known films of
Morshedul Islam and Tanvir Mokammel, two major art cinema
authors in contemporary Bangladesh. One can argue that as
representatives of western-educated urban Bengali Muslims who
produce, watch and critique the Bangladeshi art films, these two
filmmakers utilized the discourse of art cinema to form a contrast
between Islam and Bengali culture. Their films, produced and
circulated during the 1980s-2000s and targeted to both national and
global viewership, repeatedly show Islam as a singular and
monolithic orthodoxy. These films theatracalize and exoticize
Islamic practices as something ancient in/for contemporary
Bangladesh, a rapidly modernizing and commercializing nation-state
in the face of globalization. These cinematic texts thus create and
maintain a clear-cut dichotomy between Islam and Bengali culture.

Bengali or Muslim?: The Conflict of Identities in
Bangladesh

Though large-scale conversion to Islam started in Bengal since the
thirteenth century, the conflict between Islam and Bengali identity
started only in the late nineteenth century. This dichotomy got
stronger because of the success of Islamic reform movements in
rural Bengal as well as the subsidies provided by the British to
Indian Muslims in order to turn them into a ‘community’. Historian
Asim Roy argues that the comprehensive outcome of the Islamic
reform movements in nineteenth century Bengal was to create a
chasm between Muslim’s “Islamic” and “Bengali” identities... the
persistent and vigorous insistence on a revitalized Islamic

Islam, Identity and Art Cinema/119

consciousness and identity, with its corresponding denigration of
Islam’s local roots and associations in Bengal, sapped the very basis
of the syncretistic tradition and of the Bengali identity in general
(Roy, 1993: xvi-xvii).

The proponents of a pro-British, anti-Bengali and anti-Hindu
version of ‘Muslim’ identity in colonial Bengal promoted the
incompatibility of Bengali-ness and Muslim-ness and enforced pan-
Indian Islamic brotherhood upon Bengali Muslims. The upper-class,
non-Bengali and Urdu-speaking Muslim leaders of Calcutta like
Nawab Abdul Latif and Amir Ali led this process of identity
formation of Bengali Muslims in the late-nineteenth century. Geo-
ethnic and cultural identity of Bengali Muslims that is Bengali-ness
became negligible in this process, especially in a bid to get rid of the
hegemonic umbrella of Bengali-Hindu identity. In a way, this pro-
Arab notion of Muslim identity for Bengali Muslims strengthened
the hegemonic notion that Bengali identity can accommodate
Bengali-Hindus only, a notion established by modernist Bengali
Hindus in colonial Bengal.

However, the emergent middle-class Bengali Muslims in the late
nineteenth century were linked not only with the agricultural lands,
but also with the indigenized version of Islam in rural East Bengal.
The Arab-looking, Urdu-speaking elite Muslims with a pan-Indian
Islamic view did not accept these Bengali-speaking rural Muslims as
their ‘real’ brothers, though they wanted to accommodate them under
the umbrella of Muslim identity. Opposing the Bengali-Hindu
cultural modernity and the pro-Arab pan-Indian Muslim identity, the
middle-class Bengali Muslims worked towards defining a modern
cultural identity of/for Bengali Muslims. They felt strong affinity
with their cultural root, that is Bengali-ness principally and visibly
expressed through Bengali language as well as with their religious
affiliation that is the indigenized Islam. In this way, by the beginning
of the twentieth century a category called ‘Bengali Muslim’ identity
came into discussion.

However, the Muslim-ness and Bengali-ness, the two conflicting
identity discourses continued to serve as crucial incompatibility
towards forming a viable identity for Bengali Muslims in different
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historical junctures of the twentieth century. In the search of a
modern identity for Bengali Muslims, middle class Bengali Muslims
then used the Bengali/Muslim dichotomy differently in different
times. This conflict inherent in Bengali Muslim identity served as
constituent to the Pakistan State in 1947 and, in a different form, it
also acted as the driving force for establishing the State called
Bangladesh in 1971. In a similar manner, as I outline below, the key
art cinema films in contemporary Bangladesh promote and advocate
for a fixed notion of Bengali identity by putting it against Muslim
identity.

Islam and Bangladeshi art cinema: Bengali/Muslim conflict
on screen

The art cinema as a national-cultural institution rigorously
participated in the identity debate of Bengali Muslims during last
few decades. Drawing on certain realist idioms the modernist
Bengali Muslims shaped the discourses around Bangladeshi art
cinema, an art cinema that is quite different than what normally
considered as art cinema in the West. However, by recording and
representing the cultural-nationalist essence of Bangladesh through
Euro-American cinematic narration, the Bangladeshi art cinema
addresses the art-house audiences and critics in the West (the
‘global’ audience) and the westernized middle-class Bengali
Muslims in Bangladesh. This art cinema, thus, is not (expected to
be) appreciated by the ordinary, average cine-goers in Bangladesh,
some (if not most) of whom are strong Islamic believers and live in
small towns and rural areas where indigenized Islam is very much
part and parcel of their everyday lives.

The genealogy of Bangladeshi art cinema as a cultural institution
closely linked to western modernity confirms that this cinematic
discourse mainly reconstructs and reinforces the Bengali/Islam
dichotomy on cinema screens. Most of these films represent Islam as
anti-modern and arcane using the unresolved identity question of/for
Bengali Muslims as the basis. By discussing a number of globally-
circulated films of two major authors of Bangladeshi art cinema:
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Morshedul Islam and Tanvir Mokammel, below I demonstrate the
tendency of this cinematic mode in negating Islamic practices.

Both Islam and Mokammel entered filmmaking in the mid-1980s
through what has been marked as ‘short film movement’ in
Bangladesh. This discourse comprises short features and
documentaries on 16 mm and video, produced in artisanal mode with
low budget outside the popular film industry. Amid rapid
globalization and the strengthening of Muslim identity through State
mechanism, the film club activists fostered this cultural-nationalist
stream of visual culture in 1980s-90s Bangladesh. The short films
were shown outside cinema theatres: among the friends, local
groups, especially among the college-students and cultural activists.
Two short features on the failed expectations of the 1971 liberation
war: Agami (Toward, 1984) by Morshedul Islam and Hulyia
(Wanted, 1984) by Tanvir Mokammel started the ‘short film
movement’ in Bangladesh. The cultural-modernist leaders of this
film movement like Islam and Mokammel received their education
on film appreciation and production through watching European and
American film classics. In an informal setting such as within the film
clubs, they watched and discussed classic films from Europe and the
US as well as the Indian art films following Euro-American method
of cinematic narration. Therefore the films they produced during
1980s-2000s followed the textual forms of these foreign cinemas,
especially of the Indian art cinema and Italian Neorealism. Using
these western(-dervied) cinematic-textual norms, the films of Islam
and Mokammel severely criticized the pro-Islam move of the
postcolonial State in Bangladesh.

The 1971 liberation war and its cultural-nationalist ideals
opposing pro-Pakistan discourse of Muslim identity come as a
recurring theme in the films of these two authors. The first of these
films, Towards started this trend. Morshedul Islam here visualizes
the agonies of a liberation war veteran in 1980s Bangladesh using
flash-back scenes. He juxtaposes how the Bengali-Muslim guerillas
forgave and let the captive Razakars (pro-Islam Bengali Muslim
supporters of Pakistani army) flee during 1971 war and how the
Razakars punish the liberation war veterans in the 1980s. Morshedul
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Islam’s later films: The Beginning (Suchona, 1988), The Wheel
(Chaka, 1993) and The Rain (Bristi, 1999) continued such cultural-
modernist rewriting of the contested history of nation and identity in
Bangladesh.

Morshedul Islam’s The Rain can be read as a key text to
understand how he positions Islam in contemporary Bangladesh.
The story centres around a reverent Muslim old man in rural
Bangladesh, his young bride and a young man he adopted as ‘son’.
The old man, Hajishaheb has considerable holdings of land and his
religious and economic achievements made him powerful in the
village. So nobody questions when he married for the fourth time
and brought a young bride. However a clandestine love affair
develops between the young bride and Hajishaheb’s adopted son, a
young man who also follows Islamic learnings like his father. He
also wears beards, Muslim cap and long punjabi with pyjamas
understood as Islamic attire in Bangladesh. There is a drought in the
village and Hajishaheb concludes that Batashi, a poor divorced
woman who recently became pregnant is responsible for the long
lasting drought in the area. He presides over a village court on the
matter and as per the ‘Islamic learning,” he puts forth the verdict that
Batashi should be stoned to death for her extra-marital relationship.
When the village meeting adjourns, the rain comes and Hajishaheb
takes it as Allah’s quick appraisal and returns home happily. He finds
that his young bride is happily taking a shower under the rain. He
cannot realize that she just had a sexual encounter with her lover, the
adopted son of Hajishaheb, a message the viewers received through
parallel editing during the scene of the village court.

The Rain reminds the viewers Morshedul Islam’s first filmic
endeavor: Toward. Though Islam made that film in 1984 almost
fifteen years before he made 7The Rain in 1999, his portrayal of Islam
and its opposite, the Bengali culture, are identical in both films. The
appearance, attire and mannerism of Hajishaheb and the leader of
Razakars (the pro-Islam supporters of Pakistani junta during
liberation war) in Toward almost same. Actually the same actor (Aly
Zaker) was cast for both the roles. More importantly, we also find
similar village court in Toward where the Razakar-leader imposes
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cruel verdicts on poor women accused for adultery using the rhetoric
of Islam. Similar to the suggestion of sexual intercourse between the
young bride and the son of Hajishaheb in The Rain, Morshedul Islam
also presented a playful love-making scene between a Bengali
guerilla and his wife in a jungle in Toward.

Similar to films by Morshedul Islam, Tanvir Mokammel’s films
too contributed to sharpen the Bengali/Muslim dichotomy on screen.
These films also portrayed, using different plots and narrative
strategies, the conflict between the secular-modern and communal-
Islamic forces in rural Bangladesh. Mokammel’s Modhumati, the
Name of a River (Modhumati, 1995) reveals this conflict in the form
of a familial conflict between a hardcore Islamic father and
modernist son while his In the Bank of Chitra (Chitra Nadir Pare,
1999) portrays the migration of bitterly disillusioned Bengali Hindus
of East Pakistan to West Bengal in India in the 1960s amid the
increasing Islamicization attempt of the Pakistan State.

In 2001 Mokammel made A Tree without Roots (Lal Shalu), a
feature film based on the highly-respected Bengali novel of the same
title, a novel that is in the syllabus of the secondary and higher
secondary schools in Bangladesh for many years. This film depicts
the rise and fall of Majid, a hypocrite Mullah (Islamic priest) who
creates a false mazar (shrine) of an imagined Pir (Muslim saint) in
order to collect money and gifts from the villagers. Jamila, his
second wife, a playful rural girl rejects his authority imposed in the
name of Islamic wisdom. Her rebellious acts make Majiid unsettled
and display his vulnerability and powerlessness that he covered up
by preaching Islam to the ordinary rural Muslims. Mokammel used
many symbols in 4 Tree without Roots that show Islamic practices
as of mediaeval practices. For example we see the shalu, that is the
red coverings on the top of the false burial site of the so-called Pir
(Muslim Saint) in many shots (including some close shots) in this
film. Like The Rain, here also we see the marriage between aged
Islamic practitioner man (Majid) and young playful woman (Jamila)
unwilling to receive Islamic pedagogy. The Islamic ‘court’ at village
level (for punishing unruly villagers) is also present in 4 Tree
without Roots that we saw both in The Rain and Wanted.
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Conclusion: ‘Bengali-ness’ as Battered but Brave Women?
The above glimpse at the major representational tendency of
Bangladeshi art cinema discourse through the works of two major
authors proves that middle class Bengali Muslims utilized art cinema
to repeatedly stage and screen Islam as an orthodoxy that opposes the
‘modern’ identity of Bengali Muslims. Cultural-modernist art
cinema authors like Morshedul Islam and Tanvir Mokammel clearly
believe in straightforward separation between the Muslim and
Bengali identity of Bengali Muslims. In their films they took a clear
position on the side of the Bengali identity and even tested its
boundary by emphasizing the issues like sexual intercourse, an issue
normally treated as taboo even among modernist Bengali Muslims.
These films present Islamic fundamentalists as a stereotype
imposing the same mannerism and dress code on them. These films
also repeatedly show us the innocent powerless female victims
trapped in/by the so-called village court where they are subjected to
the Islamic rhetoric against which they can exert no objection.
Actually the character of Islamic fundamentalist as a middle-aged or
oldish man, wears beards and Islamic dresses (e.g. long punjabi and
pyjamas with cap), who cheats the ordinary villagers in the name of
Islam is omnipresent in the films of Morshedul Islam and Tanvir
Mokammel. The Razakar-leader in Toward, Hajishaheb in The Rain,
Majid, the hypocrite mullah and his opponent, another Pir, in A Tree
without Roots—all these characters basically represent an Islamic
fundamentalist in different guises. These characters are built, in most
cases, not as human characters with limitations and virtues. Rather
they are shown as monsters who only plan and perform coercion,
deceptions or evils to ordinary villagers using their Islamic clout.
As I have discussed above, their victims are mainly females and
in most cases they are represented as innocent, youthful and playful
girls who revolt against the restrictions imposed on them in the name
of Islamic learning. Hajishaheb’s young wife and Batashi, the girl to
be stoned to death in The Rain, and Majid’s second wife Jamila in 4
Tree without Roots represent these kinds of woman-as-victim-and-
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rebel characters. Unlike the Islamic fundamentalist men, these
women characters are created more delicately and resemble with
humane characters in real world: they are people with love and
hatred and wish to live their life on their free will. Such opposition
between Islamic fundamentalist men against freedom-hungry
women-victims is played out in Bangladeshi art cinema films so
recurrently that I would argue that this opposition is actually used to
establish the Bengali/Islam dichotomy on cinema screens. In this
sense the women-victims symbolize the vulnerable state of Bengali
culture in 1980s-2000s Bangladesh amid the pro-Islam turn of the
State power and the elite. However, this kind of oppressor-victim
situation brings medieval feudalism on the cinema screen that easily
rebukes Islam and Muslim identity for being anti-modern and
outmoded. The Bangladeshi art cinema then, mostly abstains from
portraying the multiplicities of/in Bengali Muslim identities and how
Islam has been localized and became a part of everyday life of the
Bengali Muslims. However, there are exceptions to every tendency,
and in this case, at least one film I would like to mention that goes
against the homogenization of Islam as done by most Bangladeshi art
films. This is Tareque Masud’s Matir Moina (The Clay Bird, 2002).
Focusing on the world of a young madrasa student in 1960s East
Pakistan, this autobiographical film of Masud visualized and
presented Bangladeshi madrasas in the global stage.

Though I cannot provide a detailed reading of The Clay Bird here

that I did elsewhere2, I would like to point out that this is a film
against the mainstream representational mode of art cinema based on
Bengali/Islam dichotomy as visible in the texts created by
Morshedul Islam and Tanvir Mokammel. The Clay Bird is one of the
rare Bangladeshi art films that visibly and delicately represents
Islamic education in/through the madrasa system in Bangladesh. The
scriptwriter and director of the film, Tareque Masud, an important
Bangladeshi art cinema author alongside Morshedul Islam and
Tanvir Mokammel contributed to the critique of Muslim nationalism
and the formation of cultural-national modernity among Bengali
Muslims through his earlier films in the 1980s—90s. All these films
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by Masud obviously prove that his filmmaking career and vision is
also linked with the art cinema discourse and its clear-cut opposition
against Islam in contemporary Bangladesh. But we do not find
black-and-white rivalry between Islam and Bengali identity in
Masud’s film, The Clay Bird. What we get is a discursive take on
Bangladeshi madrasa education that he represents through cinema
aesthetics mostly learnt from Euro-American films. The madrasa-
educated filmmaker Masud with the collaboration of his American-
born partner, Catherine, created a film that rather urges to see the
divide between Islam and Bengali culture as minimal and propose
alternative perceptions of Islam in rural Bangladesh. Unlike most
Bangladeshi art cinema films, The Clay Bird follows a different
itinerary in developing and neutralizing the conflict between Bengali
culture and Islam and represents Islam as heterogeneous and
madrasas as places for learning heterogeneity, not as some fierce
organizations working for Islamicizing Bangladeshi society.

I would like to remind that the identities like ‘Bengaliness’,
‘Muslimness’, ‘Bengali-Muslimness’ and ‘Bangladeshiness’ have
been constructed, questioned and redefined in East Bengal/Pakistan
and Bangladesh within last few decades. Each of these identities was
imagined as natural and homogenous especially when these gained
the status of a dominant discourse (e.g. Bengali identity in the
1960s). However, there were (and are) always overlaps and fissures
between, and within, the identities. Historian Rafiuddin Ahmed says,
The experiences of the Muslims of Bangladesh ... point to the
uselessness of trying to identify a fixed criterion for a definition of
the cultural boundaries of such a community: a Bengali Muslim may
have seen himself primarily as a ‘Muslim’ the other day, as a
‘Bengali’ yesterday, and a ‘Bengali Muslim’ today (Ahmed, 2001: 3-
4).

In that case, one can say that the contemporary art cinema in
Bangladesh is in search of a ‘fixed criterion for a definition of the
cultural boundaries’ of Bengali Muslims or Bangladeshi Bengalis.
One may ask: is this a useless exercise at this age of globalization
when national borders are becoming meaningless, and identities are
also becoming more and more hybridized and hyphenated? I would
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point out that still such cinematic representations are important for
foregrounding the struggle of Bengali Muslims towards articulating
a suitable identity framework. The battered but brave women figures
in art cinema films are then not only some characters devised to
forward narrative conflicts, rather these are cinematic signifiers of
the ongoing transformation of/in the identity question of
Bangladeshis/Bengalis in today’s transnational world order.
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Connecting theories to practice: Humanitarian
Communication

Mubashar Hasan

A dominant scholarly debate revolves around the issue of relevance
of theories into real life. Being a doctoral researcher in a school of
Government and International Relations, I have encountered several
high profile international symposiums where politicians blamed
academics for coining in theories seemingly little relevant to
practical life and public policies. Such allegations, however, go other
way as academics blames politicians for formulating policies with
little relevance to academic analyses. In order to bridge this
disjuncture between theory and practice, presently, many academic
journals form various disciplines are being published under the title
of “Theory and Practice.” A Major aims behind publication of these
peer-reviewed academic journals are two folds: a) to promote a more
cutting edge scholarly debate with practical solution to problem(s)
and b) to obliterate or at least address critics who argue academics
live in a fantasy world.

More or less, every discipline in social science has relevance to
this debate. The gravity of this problem of disconnection between
theory and practice however varies discipline to discipline.
Nevertheless, a universal presumption is based on a perception that
argues a theory is always contested and thus it could always be
proven unreal. The intention of this writing, however, is not to
engage into the debate of disjuncture between theory and practice.
Rather, there are three objectives of this article. First, I want to
underpin how I applied theoretical frameworks, gathered through my
4 years of academic training at the department of Mass
Communication and Journalism (MCJ), Dhaka University (DU) into
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real life situation(s) in order to save lives and livelihoods. In other
words, | want to share my experience about application of
meaningful interaction between theory and practice in the field of
humanitarian communication. Second, I want to emphasize the
global dimension of the job of a local humanitarian communication
officer. Finally, as an alumnus, I want to suggest that the MCJ
department of Dhaka University could emphasize on crafting
graduates, who will specially be prepared to take challenges of a
humanitarian communicator. In this regard, my motif is to enthuse
current students about considering their career prospect in
humanitarian communication.

What is Humanitarian Communication?

Without engaging into theoretical debates, it is suffice to state that
humanitarian communication is majorly used by international
organizations (IO) and non-government organizations (NGOs) in
order to raise awareness about a crisis situation through strategic use
of various communication tools and media. Sometimes governments
too use humanitarian communication even though it is becoming a
rare practice. The dimension of such communication work can be
multifaceted and complex depending upon the size and nature of the
organization. The success of this communication work, however, is
always difficult to measure. Nevertheless, globally, international
organization such as United Nation’s Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA), humanitarian NGOs such as
Oxfam, Action Aid, Save the Children, emphasized on humanitarian
communication and invest thousands of dollars in creative use of
media and communication. As an implication, when cyclone Aila
struck the southwest part of Bangladesh on May 25,2009 on the
following day a British reader of the Guardian newspaper could see
the devastation and havoc created by cyclone through photographs
and news while sipping in their morning coffee. In other words, due
to the extraordinary power of globalization, humanitarian
communicators turned a local disaster into a global one. As a result,
stakes for the affected people receiving assistance from all possible
quarters are increasing. The MCJ department of the DU, through its
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undergraduate course prepares a student to take up the challenging
role of a humanitarian communicator. This job enables a student to
connect theories of agenda setting, news reporting, sub editing,
development communication, photography, digital communication,
interpersonal communication, videography, researching, public
relation and gender and communication, to practice. In following
section | want to share my learning gained from my deployment as
the media and communication coordinator of Oxfam for little over
20 months. As I said before, the main intention is to allure current
students to seriously consider humanitarian communication as future
career move.

From Classrooms of MCJ to Crisis Zones

My first exposure to real hardship of people was in March 2010
when I had to visit Gabura, an island in Satkhira district. I saw how
hard it was for a mother to arrange few drops of drinking water for
her babies. The hardship of a father to earn the bread for their family
was hard to overlook. Elderlies, sick and old, were somehow passing
days on makeshift shanties, built up on the broken parts of
embankments. More than 3 million Bangladeshis were affected
when Cyclone Aila swept across the Bay of Bengal and ravaged its
southern coast in 2009, killing nearly 200 people. Cyclone Aila saw
high tides break through poorly maintained coastal embankments
built in the 1960s, submerging people’s houses and livestock. The
government had promised to rebuild the embankments, and donor
agencies also promised to help. However, a year about 4,00,000
people were forced to living on the broken parts of embankments in
small makeshift shelters built with leaves, bamboos and woods
without electricity or proper beds. Bed for many was the sandy
embankment. Bureaucratic affairs and corruption in the agency
responsible for rebuilding the broken embankments delayed
reconstruction work.

I had traveled in a small boat with a group of journalists to the
village ‘number nine shora’ in Satkhira district, in southern
Bangladesh and it was as though we were entering an entirely
different world. The village, once was protected by embankment,
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was under water. We saw groups of men and women with young kids
in rickety boats were flocking towards a pond where Oxfam had
introduced pond sand filter (PSF) technology. This technology helps
to significantly improve the quality of highly contaminated surface
water of the pond. It is the only source of fresh water in ten
Kilometre area and people had traveled there for at least an hour and
half in small wooden boats for water as most of the ponds in this area
are full of saline water.

The village had lost hope. I heard some of them praying to God
to take them away from this world so they didn’t have to suffer any
more. I broke out into a sweat. It wasn’t just because of the heat but
because of the sheer reality of unreal things.

Children were wandering about without shoes or proper clothes.
Men and women were forced to live under the open skies, simply
hoping that God could look after them. Once they had a house to live
in, lands to cultivate crop. Now, they had nothing. All their
belongings were lost in the cyclone. “Pray for me please, I don’t
have any belongings apart from the skin of my body”, said 55 year
old Muhammad Abdul Kader. His eyes were dull and lifeless. After
hearing his words, I felt stunned. What I was seeing felt almost
unreal. [ was shivering under hot sun.

I had recently returned home to Bangladesh, after spending about
three and a half years living in Europe, where I had been studying
after completing BSS in MCJ from DU. My life in the West was so
different: it was another world. I had the luxury of debating political
theories with other students at Dundee University, exploring the
theological interpretation of life with Sufis and spiritual figures;
debating about globalization, multiculturalism and evolution theory
at the Al Maktoum Institute of Aberdeen University, playing
badminton with artists, students and professors, cycling around the
UK and Netherlands, attending concerts, attending plays, sightseeing
and living a carefree life.

But there I was standing on a broken embankment surrounded by
helpless and hungry people who lost everything. I was excited to get
a job with Oxfam. However never realized it could be so emotionally
challenging. I felt personally obliged to do something for this group

Humanitarian Communication/13%

of people but didn’t know what to do. Later, I thought real hard and
realized that the MCJ department equipped me with theoretical
knowledge of using many tools, which can be of use to these people.
All I needed was creativity in using those tools.

That was the start. After successfully convincing my boss, | was
able to develop a media and communication strategy for a joint
platform of over 10 international NGOs working in Aila affected
areas and felt the Government required to pressurize its responsible
agency in order to rehabilitate those people. We felt that the media
forgot these people who live couple of hundred miles away from the
capital. To take the stories of these forgotten people through media
and web 2 technologies to the people and policy makers, I applied:
agenda setting theories, rules of 5w 1H in all public relation
documents, with simple application of rules of third in photography,
simple videography techniques to generate footage. Performing
artists, journalists, local civil society organizations as well as many
policy makers alongside with masses came forward. Through
Facebook, local and international media, this campaign was able to
make the miseries of Aila affected people a national issue on May
2010. Perhaps as an implication of vigorous media campaign,
Honorable Prime Minister visited Aila affected area after a year of
the cyclone struck. That news made me jubilant. What I require to
mention especially here is that in that campaign, many journalists,
especially alumnus of MCJ department, enthusiastically participated.
With their participation, under my editorship we published a
milestone publication titled, “Testimony of Journalist on the swelled
sufferings of the Aila Affected People.” Even a foreign journalist,
Nicolas Haque of Al Jazeera participated in that publication which is
a rare case. Mr. Manjurul Ahsan Bulbul, CEO of Boishakhi
Television, unveiled that publication in the National Press Club. All
writers wrote voluntarily and expressed their frustration over the
slow movement of embankment reconstruction. The point I wanted
to make is that through careful agenda setting and employing clear
messaging in all official communication materials, it was possible
even to break the rigid box of ‘objectivity’ of journalists. They
themselves became campaigners for human crisis. The nobleness in
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humanitarian communication is thus distinct and spiritually
rewarding. I was emotionally challenged in many more cases in my
short span of time. However, amid those, my experience of covering
Pakistan’s worst flood in its history as a media officer in 2010 was
worth mentioning. Specially, at that period, my understanding of
humanitarian communication was challenged by the emergency
situation. For example, 1 had to work as a newsgatherer,
photographer, and spokesperson to media, blogger and public
relation officer. Many areas of Swat in Pakistan were devastated due
to flood. Mainstream international media like BBC News was not
been able to know what was happening on the ground. I came up
with an idea of interviewing an Oxfam employee who was on the
ground over telephone and write his account in my journalistic
language. The BBC website was happy to find a witness on the
ground and start publishing a special page as Aid worker’s diary in
its website. 1 had to work as some sort of news reporter for
Bangladeshi media at that time as no Bangladeshi journalist was in
Pakistan to cover Pakistan’s flood, which was dominating headlines
of major international news channel. Even though I was nervous to
start with as I had no formal training of a broadcast journalist, I
managed to report for BBC Bangla, Channel I and ATN news for few
times. Furthermore, 1 had to give live interview to Sky News,
Bloomberg TV, several BBC radio channels and even to Vatican
radio. The deployment was only for three weeks but the pressure was
demanding. I was nervous but Arefin sir’s advice in the class
“communicate your message clearly with your audience” and “Sw 1
H of reporting” helped me to successfully deal with the challenges. I
had to further work as a photographer in that assignment where I had
to travel in the province Khaiber Pakthunkwa and pulled out a photo
story of my choice. I conducted a photo story on how children’s were
coping with floods. BBC News website hosted my photo story and
the feelings was extra ordinary. The reason was not only that my
work was appreciated by one of world’s most influential media but
also the satisfaction that I could at least do something within my
mean for the people living in crisis. Giti Ara Nasreen madam’s
advice in classroom and outside classroom where she always
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emphasized on upholding people’s dignity was helped me in my
presentation of people living in the distress.

What is the Point of All?

The major point behind sharing real life experience is to depict how
theoretical knowledge if applied creatively could unleash endless
potential for the graduates of the MCJ. The satisfaction, in the case
of humanitarian communication is beyond explanation. Very few
jobs in the world in fact enable us to do something for the people in
distress. In the context of humanitarian communication the
wonderful interaction of theory and practice made each campaign
successful. Embankments in Aila affected areas were rebuilt under
supervision of military. The job nature of humanitarian
communicators demands expertise in almost all major modules
taught at the MCJ. There should be little debate that a nexus of
market and education exists behind the philosophy of university
education especially if one considers job prospects for university
graduates. In my observation, most of our graduates start dreaming
to be a successful journalist from their student years. Some ended up
joining the civil service while some other migrates or engage in
business after leaving the campus. Very few pursue higher education.
While there is nothing wrong in such career moves, I feel there needs
to be some sort of push from the department in terms of making
students aware of the job industry in humanitarian communication.
The boundary of such job has no limits, and the reward in terms of
monetary gain is competitive where perhaps the job satisfaction is
extra ordinary. Perhaps with some serious planning, the MCJ
department could take initiative in establishing a formal link with the
humanitarian organizations. Under this link graduates of MCJ could
perform internship and gain work experience. Furthermore, the
department perhaps could consider developing specific course in
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Humanitarian communication and offer specialized masters course
with industry support. The demand is there for sure.

Mubashar Hasan: PhD candidate at the School of Government and
International Relations, Griffith University, Australia.
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