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Today, when a periodical asks its readers a question, it does so to

collect opinion on some subject about which everybody has an
opinion already: there is not much likelyhood of learning anything
new. In the 18th century, the Age of Enlightenment, editors preferred
to question the public on problems that did not yet have solutions. I
do not know whether or not the practice was more effective; it was
unquestionably more entertaining.
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is asking its readers the question: What is modern philosophy?
Perhaps we could respond with an echo: modern philosophy is
attempting to answer the question raised so impudently two centuries
ago: Was ist Augkalrung — What is Enlightenment?
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